
Dear Mr. Geoff Hallett and the 2015 Class Gift Executive Committee, 

 

             Re:  Class of 2015 Solar Panel Array 

 

I personally commend you on your historic choice in selecting a solar installation for the 

main campus. 

 

From someone who has installed over 60 PV systems in four states including a combination 

of roof, pole, and bleacher-style ground mounts on Penn State buildings at the Dickinson, 

Carlisle campus, Dickinson farm, and the Agricultural Extension Center in Gettysburg, I 

believe installing at least a couple of working arrays is doable within the boundaries of the 

gift amount. 

 

For instance a couple of ground-mounted 1.5 kW bi-directional trackers (which optimize 

photovoltaic production) could possibly be installed for less than $25,000.  For $15,000 

more, a comparably-sized back-up storage system can also be included. 

 

After asking around for feedback, what I am getting for the top three installation location 

choices are the HUB and Hammond Buildings, because of their potential for student 

interaction as an educational tool, and Old Main for its media exposure and highest 

likelihood for leveraging future PV installations on campus. 

 

Regardless of the locations chosen and the exact method of construction employed, rather 

than try and solve all of a building’s electrical needs, the installations would largely be 

symbolic (even though the arrays would, indeed, contribute a measurable amount of electrical 

power).  Yet powerful policy symbols they would be in projecting an image of sustainable, 

renewable energy.  

 

Time-wise, if a 60-day community notification and input process is commenced this month, 

followed by a contractor-bidding process (60-days), final design (30-days), and a 2-week 

installation window, it may be possible for a system to be completed by the end of April of 

2015.  

 
On a voluntary basis, I would offer my time and experience in further assisting in the process 

in helping to make the class of 2015’s gift a reality. 

 
Sincerely, 

 

 
Mike Rybacki, Class of ‘88 Fuel Science 

Chair, CITY-GREEN 

 

610-457-8298; michaelrybo@yahoo.com 

 
Author:  West Campus Renewable Energy Plan 2013 – 2043 [saving $60 million over 30- 

               years with a switch to renewables] 

               Centre County Long Term Energy Efficiency Plan (a CITY-GREEN project) 
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