
Steve, 

Great chatting with you at the energy focus group meeting. 

 

Geoff Hallett and the Class of 2015 are certainly commended for their historic choice in 

selecting a campus solar installation as the senior gift.  I think this is a great idea and a golden 

opportunity for OPP to heighten Penn State’s commitment towards renewable energy!   

 

From my experience in installing solar systems on Penn State’s buildings, including a pole-

mounted array at the Penn State Agricultural Extension Center in Gettysburg, installing a 

couple of these on the Main Campus is extremely doable.  For instance, the price tag of two 

1.5 kW bi-directional pole mounts could be less than $25,000 for the pair (which would 

include a premium for the pole mounts, trench work, solar optimizers, and a 15% 

contingency).  For $15,000 more, back up energy such as fuels cells and nickel iron batteries 

can be showcased as well.  

 

Being Penn State University’s administrative headquarters (and due to its heightened 

visibility, potential media exposure, and a rallying point toward leveraging other solar 

endeavors) my thoughts are geared towards solarizing Old Main.*  At least one or two more 

arrays can be similarly installed at other locations such as the HUB, Hammond Building, or 

even the Bryce Jordan Center. 

 

Regardless of the locations chosen and the exact method of construction employed, rather 

than try and solve all of a building’s electrical needs, the installations would largely be 

symbolic (even though the arrays would, indeed, contribute a measurable amount of electrical 

power).  Yet powerful symbols they would be in projecting an image of sustainable energy 

by populating every future photograph.  

 

From community notification and input (~60-days), through the contractor-bidding process 

(~60-days), to final design (~30 days), it may be possible for a system to be completed by the 

end of April 2015. 

 

Steve, an additional opportunity exists by having this endeavor doubling as a 

PSU/community pilot energy project while serving as a prototype for the University’s 

evolving policy.  Even though this would be an openly-stated University-owned project on its 

own land, it could have the flavor of a joint effort with the off-campus community.  And it 

would be low risk:  working with the community from its very inception to define, develop, 

and implement solutions together, it would be understood that the University could step in to 

speed up or slow down the process, or make changes as it deems appropriate. 

 

I am looking forward to your views concerning these ideas. 

-Mike Rybacki, Chair, CITY-GREEN 
 

 

* Of the several locations on Old Main’s front lawn where two pole mounts could be installed, 

pole mounts can be positioned on each side of the steps immediately below the pillars.  These two 

corner pockets can be easily secured with fencing on the two open sides, the module’s profile 

would be minimized, and the shading from the western flag and flag pole (or, possibly from the 

large tree at the western corner) can be controlled with dc solar optimizers (which I have installed 

with great effect) mounted to each module on the western pole-mount.   


